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Garrett Siperko: Idealist 

 

 

 

 Garrett Siperko is a craftsman.  Maybe even a future politician.  He works 

methodically and meticulously to make sure his answers are adequate and his hand-

writing would tickle a calligrapher.  It isn’t because he’s nervous or unsure of himself 

when he pauses to search for the words; he just wants to be correct. 

 An admirer of John F. Kennedy, Siperko has his theories about who killed the 

thirty-fifth president of the United States—“the people”—but only offers such insight 

when prodded.  “He was an idealist,” says Siperko, as if no other distinction could be a 

higher compliment. 

 Although never mentioning an interest in politics, he seems like the perfect 

candidate: A volunteer at his church daycare, a Major League Baseball fan, and a proud 

supporter of his hometown Orioles.  “Cal Ripken, Jr. is a god,” says Siperko definitively.  

Siperko even thinks logically.  When asked what one item he would take if trapped on a 

deserted island he answers, “A boat” without a hint of smugness for outsmarting the 

interviewer.  “I’m very afraid of deep water,” said Siperko.  “I’m not a good swimmer.”   

 Siperko has a scar above his right knee from having three lockers fall down on 

him in the first grade.  “I guess we could have sued because the lockers weren’t screwed 

into the wall properly, but nah, we didn’t,” said Garrett, the son of a coal mining family.  

He isn’t the type to pursue attention or loads of money.  “As long as I have my Taylor 

acoustic guitar,” said Siperko who has no aspiration to play in a band, “I’ll be all right.”  



Even in his dream job—to be a correspondent on the Daily Show—Siperko plays second 

fiddle to Jon Stewart.  He insists he would work for free just to get the opportunity. 

 His steady hands never move as he talks.  And he’s not one for elaboration.  

When Siperko speaks, his points are made clearly and concisely; words are carefully 

chosen.  The one instance that makes the prospective politician perk up is when 

describing his recent trip to Greece, the birthplace of democracy.  “At night when the 

acropolis was all lit up looking from our hotel, man… it is one of the greatest 

experiences,” said Siperko.  “It was like history mixed with modern just for us.”        

 What an idealist. 


